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Arriving with Public Transport

Train from the main station (Hauptbahnhof): Take the underground,
route U4 (direction Seckbacher Landstrale) or U5 (direction
Preungesheim) and leave at the next stop (Willy-Brandt-Platz). From
there, take routes U1, U2, U3 or U8 (all directions but Stidbahnhof)
and get off the train at Holzhausenstrale/Uni Campus Westend.
From there it is a 5-minute walk to the campus.

Alternatively, you can take the ‘S-train’ route S 1-9 from main station
(Hauptbahnhof) to Hauptwache and change to the underground
route U1, U2, U3, or U8 (all directions but Stidbahnhof).

Bus: From main station (Hauptbahnhof Sudseite): Take the bus line 64
(direction Ginnheim) to Bremer Stral3e or Bremer Platz.

Taxi: The address of Campus Westend is Norbert-Wollheim-Platz 1.
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Democracy and the Public Sphere

Demokratische Verfallserscheinungen lassen sich aktuell in
verschiedenen Mitgliedstaaten beobachten. Das Walter-Hall-
stein-Kolloquium 2024 widmet sich angesichts der diesjahri-
gen Wahlen zum Europdischen Parlament der europdischen
Demokratie und Offentlichkeit. Die Thematik ist vielschichtig
und nicht nur auf die Rechtswissenschaft begrenzt. Das Kollo-
quium verfolgt daher einen interdisziplindren Ansatz mit Refe-
rentinnen und Referenten aus verschiedenen Mitgliedstaaten
und unterschiedlichen Professionen. Zunachst wird ein Vertre-
ter des Europdischen Parlaments einen Uberblick tber das
Symposiumsthema aus Sicht der europdischen Politik geben.
Daran anschlieRend beginnt der wissenschaftliche Teil mit ei-
nem soziologischen Vortrag Uber die verschiedenen Gesell-
schaftsmodelle in den Anfangen der europdischen Integration.
Hierauf aufbauend folgen Vortrage zum Demokratiekonzept
des Rates, zur Nachhaltigkeit europaischer Demokratie und
Rechtsstaatlichkeit, zum Spannungsfeld zwischen der Bewah-
rung europaverfassungsrechtlicher Werte und mitgliedstaatli-
chen Rechtstraditionen, dem ,,democratic backsliding” in Po-
len und Ungarn sowie der Rolle der Unionsbiirgerschaft in Zei-
ten multipler Krisen.

Signs of democratic decay can currently be observed in various
member states. The Walter Hallstein Colloquium 2024 is dedi-
cated to European democracy and the public sphere in light of
this year's elections to the European Parliament. The topic is
multi-layered and not limited to jurisprudence. The collo-
quium will therefore take an interdisciplinary approach with
speakers from various member states and different profes-
sions. Firstly, a representative of the European Parliament will
give an overview of the symposium topic from the perspective
of European politics. The scientific part will then begin with a
sociological lecture on the various models of society in the
early days of European integration. This will be followed by
presentations on the Council's concept of democracy, the sus-
tainability of European democracy and the rule of law, the ten-
sion between the preservation of European constitutional val-
ues and the legal traditions of the Member States, "democratic
backsliding" in Poland and Hungary and the role of European
citizenship in times of multiple crises.
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14.30

15.20

16.10

16.55

17.40

Thursday, March 21

Welcome

Stefan Kadelbach
Wilhelm Merton Centre

Keynote
Sven Simon

Member of the European Parliament
(Philipps-University Marburg)

15.00 Discussion

Coffee break

What could have been meant by a

European “Community”, and what are the

consequences for a European political
normative order?

Niall Bond
University Lyon Lumiére Il

16.35 Discussion

Government as Key Concept
Understanding EU Democracy

Giacomo Rugge
Council of the European Union

17.20 Discussion

to

Sustainability of Democracy and the Rule

of Law in Europe:
Challenges and Guarantees

Lina Papadopoulou
University of Thessaloniki

17.55 Discussion

09.15

10.15

11.00

11.45

12.45

13.00

Friday, March 22

European Rule of Law Standards

Lithuania

Skirgailé Zalimiené

President of the

Supreme Administrative Court of Lithunia
University of Vilnius

09.40 Discussion
10:00 Coffee break

Central European Identity Claims,
Democratic Backsliding and the EU

Kriszta Kovacs
Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin
10.40 Discussion

Developments in Poland and their
Consequences for the European Union

Irena Lipowicz
Wyszinski-University of Warsaw

11.25 Discussion

European Citizenship in Times of Crisis -

Effects on the Implantation of Social
Rights

Emilio Castorina
Universita degli Studi Catania

12.15 Discussion

Concluding Remarks
Rainer Hofmann, Wilhelm Merton Centre

End of Symposium



