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Prospective students

What do I need to know about STS before I start the program?
It is helpful to know some basic terms and ideas of STS, but it is not mandatory. Our introductory 
module provides you with a basic knowledge of STS. If you would like to prepare yourself ahead of
the program‘s start, you will find some reading recommendations on the Download page on the 
Institutes Website.

When do courses start and when do I need to be at the university?
You should be at the university at the latest for the start of the lecture period. Term times and lecture
periods are listed on the university website.

Is the welcome and information session mandatory?
No, it is not. However, we strongly recommend you do attend, as we will talk about our institute, 
the staff working here, your schedule, and much more. Moreover, it is a good opportunity to ask all 
the questions you have. Information as to when and where the welcome and information session 
takes place are available on QIS/LSF and on the page Events.

How to apply

Where can I find information about the study requirements and the application process?
You can find more information on the application procedure on the webpage of Goethe University.

When is the application deadline? And when do I receive an answer?
The deadline is 15 June each year. A notice of acceptance or refusal will be sent out between mid-
August and September.

Can I send my application via mail to the university?
No. Please apply via uni assist. Applications coming directly to our institute cannot be processed.

When does the application portal (uni assist) open?
Usually some weeks prior to the application deadline, which is 15 June each year.

Do I need a supervisor to apply?
No, you do not.

Can I also apply for a start in the summer term?
No, you cannot. Our master's program starts once annually in the winter term (October).

Apart from the stated requirements, will there be an entrance exam or aptitude test?
No, there will be no additional tests.



Where can I check my application status?
You can check your status on uni assist.

Can I get a confirmation that I have submitted my application?
Yes, you can get a certificate from the Studien-Service-Center if you successfully submitted all of 
your documents. If you have further questions about the application procedure, please contact ssc-
relaunch@uni-frankfurt.de.

Eligibility and language requirements

Can I apply for the master's program if I already have a master's degree in a different subject or 
from a non-EU university?
Yes, we accept students who already have a master's degree.

Is my bachelor's degree suitable for the master's program?
A Bachelor degree in Social or Cultural Anthropology, European Ethnology, Sociology, or Human 
Geography is required. Graduates of other disciplines in the social sciences, humanities, and 
information sciences are admitted in exceptional cases and on the basis that their degree is 
considered equivalent by the Admissions Committee. Documented proof will be required of training
in methods (such as ethnography or social research), theories (social theory, etc.), and/or topics of 
Cultural Anthropology, European Ethnology, Sociology, or Human Geography.

What information should my motivation letter contain?
The motivation letter should describe your motivation for pursuing the master's degree. It should 
provide information about your particular interest in the master's program as well as your relevant 
knowledge, skills, and abilities. It can also include additional information about non-university 
activities (such as work experience), which qualify you for the master's program. The motivation 
letter will be graded. Its length should not exceed 600 words and it should be written in English.

How do I verify my English skills?
Verification of your English skills (at least B2 level) is necessary. You can confirm your B2-level 
English skills with a standard test like TOEFL, with your school graduation certificate (you have 
studied English as a foreign language over at least 5 years and have passed with a grade of at least 
“satisfactory”), or with your Bachelor graduation certificate (if you have studied in an English-
language study program). A certificate or likewise document is required to confirm your English 
skills.

What TOEFL score is minimally required?
You need to reach a score of at least 87.

Do I need to verify my German skills?
No, you do not. However, a working knowledge of German is strongly recommended, as general 
information about the university and the administration is often not available in English.



Further help

I need a letter of acceptance in order to obtain a Visa. Where do I get the letter of acceptance from?
You can download the letter from your account at the university's Goethe Campus portal.

I have difficulties navigating the application platform. Whom can I contact?
Please see the page FAQs on uni assist.

I have questions about visa requirements. Whom can I contact?
Please contact your embassy or consulate for questions concerning your visa.

I am planning my studies and I need further advice. Whom can I contact?
Please check for whom to contact on the page Consultation.

Where can I find an accommodation?
You can stay temporarily at a hostel in Frankfurt or Airbnb to find accommodation before your 
arrival. If you start to look for accommodation once in Frankfurt, you have the advantage of being 
able to visit the rooms on offer. You can, for example, look for shared flats on the website WG-
Gesucht.de.

Where do I find more information about living in Frankfurt?
If you need further information regarding housing and living in Frankfurt, please visit Goethe 
University’s International Office webpage.

Additional Information

What are the fees for the STS master's program?
There are no tuition fees, only administrative fees („term time fee“). The university re-assesses the 
administrative fees each year, so that the amount changes slightly. 

Can I study the STS master's program as a minor subject (Nebenfach)?
No, the STS master's program is a full major program with no minor subject possibilities.

What is the time frame for the master's program?
The STS master's program is designed so that it can be completed in two years (four semesters).

Will I be able to work besides the study program?
The study program is a full-time master's program. Even though you do not have classes every day, 
you will need the time to prepare for your courses.

Will I have the opportunity to go abroad within the master's program?
Yes, we recommend the third semester for studying abroad. There are several exchange programs 
available. Details can be found under the menu item Studying Abroad.



How interdisciplinary is the STS master's program?
We are cooperating with the Institute of Sociology as well as with the Institute of Human 
Geography. Designated courses offered in their MA programs can also be taken.

Where can I see which courses are currently being offered?
You can search for seminars and lectures on the university's administration server QIS/LSF.


